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were superb. A band played the anthems and then
played some of the hottest jazz. The dinner, in
European style, French cuisine, was served exclusively
on gold and lasted two hours. There was a magnificence
quite unknown in Jugoslavia and a mingling of the
oriental and the modern, but all in grand style. It
was one of KemaFs all-night entertainments. There
was time for eating and drinking, for dancing and card-
playing and for private and confidential conversations
apart from the many guests.

Smoking long Turkish cigarettes, Kemal and Alex-
ander played poker after dinner. The Queen took a
hand for a while, and then Ismet Pasha and the Foreign
Minister. The luck of the cards was with the King and
the counters piled up in front of him. According to
Atsa Dimitrievitch, who was there, the King cleared
everyone out at last with a full house and then with a
gesture swept all the counters aside and said, "Nobody
pays. Let's talk of politics!"

Kemal was in great good humour and was ready to
enter into agreements even in excess of those contem-
plated by Alexander, He was convinced of the advan-
tage of a Balkan Entente based on a similar treaty to
that of the Little Entente. He did not require to be
persuaded. He went further. He gave secret assur-
ance to Alexander of military assistance in the case of
war arising from an infringement of the independence
of Austria. In the event of a war with Italy, Turkey
would be Jugoslavia's ally.

It was quick work. The King and Queen returned
to their ship shortly after midnight. They were
escorted by Kemal and a number of Turkish dignitaries.
The stars glittered over Constantinople. The sovereigns
were serenaded. Anthems were played. Then Alex-
ander and Marie retired but Kemal and the rest returned
to the Sultan's palace to continue festivities until four
in the morning.

No one would deny that Kemal had an instinct for